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Keynote Speakers

James Heckman is the Henry Schultz Distinguished Service 
Professor of Economics at the University of Chicago, a Nobel 
Memorial Prize winner in economics and an expert in the 
economics of human development. His recent research focuses 
on human development and lifecycle skill formation, with a special 
emphasis on the economics of early childhood development.

Juanna Joensen is a Senior Research Associate at the 
University of Chicago. Her research focuses on understanding 
the causes and consequences of individual human capital 
investments, and highlights important aspects of heterogeneity 
in human capital investments and its interaction with institutions 
and public policies.

Jonathan Meer is an Associate Professor of Economics at Texas 
A&M University, the Private Enterprise Research Center Professor, 
and a Ray A. Rothrock Fellow. His research interests include 
investigating individuals’ decisions, such as whether to make a 
charitable donation, and their reasons for making them. 
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Conference Organizers

John List is the Kenneth C. Griffin Distinguished Service 
Professor of Economics at the University of Chicago. List has 
been at the forefront of environmental economics and has served 
as senior economist on the President’s Council of Economic 
Advisors for Environmental and Resource Economics. He is also a 
Research Associate at the National Bureau of Economic Research, 
a Research Fellow at the Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA), 
and a University Fellow at Tilburg University in the Netherlands. 
List is best known as one of the world’s leading experts on 
experimental economics. 

Robert Metcalfe is a Postdoctoral Scholar in Economics at 
the Department of Economics at the University of Chicago.  His 
research interests include the development and testing of price 
theory and behavioral theory using naturally occurring data 
and field experiments primarily with Fortune 500 companies, 
charitable organizations, and national governments. He is 
currently conducting research projects on energy, P2P markets, 
taxation, finance, healthcare, and education. 

Anya Samek is an Associate Professor (Research) of Economics 
at University of Southern California’s Center for Economic and 
Social Research. She uses experiments to address questions 
about how economic theory can predict real-world behavior 
in the areas of health, education, and charitable giving. Samek 
also uses lab experiments to learn about the development of 
preferences. She has been involved in several large-scale research 
endeavors, including as a co-investigator of the Science of 
Philanthropy Initiative and as a key personnel on the Chicago 
Heights Early Childhood Center field experiments.
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Experim
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