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Abstract:

We study the design of communication protocols that are robust to communication outside the
protocol. A sender who deviates within a protocol may afterward confess the deviation directly
to the receiver, and when such a confession is credible, it can undermine the outcome the
protocol was meant to implement. We formalize when confessions are credible and define
robustness as the absence of any credible confession. Applied to the design of mechanisms for
eliciting expert advice under career concerns, robustness limits how well a designer can conceal
the experts' identities.



